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direct routing to Midland. He said hewould do
the best he could on adirect route. As luck

would haveit, there wasan Air Force aircraft
heading east towards Midland that declared
emergency fuel right after our westbound
section did. Now, the unlucky controller hag
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instructor remarked, “ That wasthe stupidest thing
| haveever doneinaT-34.”
A policecar and afiretruck rolled up. | asked

ifthey ] £} ecking on things, and theIP
oy y were coming to arrest him.
. Jae,: just had him fill out theroutine

_.paperwork required for all emergency landings.

'I' - Thedebrief wasrather short and to the point. |

: ‘continued through the‘sy| labus and finished forms

several dayslater.

| learned that every flight, even routinetraining,
containsrisks. Had | been more assertive and urged
theinstructor not to push our fuel, wewould have
landed short of our destination but with plenty of
gas. Nexttime, I'll bemoreinvolvedinthedecison-
making instead of just being along for theride. =

Lt. Stafford flies with HSL-48 and was deployed in the

Mediterranean aboard USS Anzio (CG-68) when he submitted
this article.

Analyst's comments: The entire aviation
community, including the military, continues to
produce human-error-mishap rates of nearly 80
percent (67 percent being aircrew). This story
describes a common error that is often cited as
contibuting to mishaps. being along for the
ride. Each member of a crew is exactly that—a
member—and as such is responsible for partici-
- pating in the decision- maklng process, regard-
@.oisemorlty position, or experience.

NAVINSI 0.7 and FAA regulations both
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